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WHS ‘s New Principal 

   New Staff at WHS 

Calling All Parents! 

Avoid the Summer Slide 

Knuschke’s 
“Korner” 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world.” 

Nelson Mandela 

 

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a 

man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.”  

Maimonides 

Let kids read want they want.  There are summer reading lists 

that many teachers provide.  However, encourage your children 

even your high school age students, to read magazines, on-line 

resources, leisure books, or graphic novels. 

Encourage “smart” play.  Board games and games that involve 

math skills or problem solving skills will help keep your students’ 

minds ready to learn in September. 

Get out of the House.  Even family field trips to local landmarks 

or historic sites can keep kids interested in learning.  Discussions 

after a visit are just as important for maintaining conversation 

skills. 

Have dinner together.  It’s hard to get the whole family together 

when older children are involved in summer activities and sum-

mer jobs, but discussions of daily experiences and events will en-

courage your children to recall facts and organize their thoughts. 

Exercise!  Encourage your high school student to stay active in 

organized sports or any number of summer activities.  Physical 

exercise has long been known to produce neurochemicals that 

support good mental health and learning. 

We will be working to create an environment at WHS where parents and caregivers feel welcome and that 

they have opportunities to participate in their children’s education.  We will communicate with our parents and 

caregivers and we welcome our parents and caregivers to be partners at WHS.   

WHS will be hosting a number of events and activities throughout the year where we plan to showcase student work and ac-

tivities.  Open house events, music performances, and athletic events present opportunities for involvement but we are also or-

ganizing a Building Leadership Team (BLT) that will include parent representatives.  More details on the BLT will be provided in the 

August Newsletter. 

A parent feedback survey was sent out earlier this month in order to get valuable input from our parents and caregivers on how WHS 

can continue to improve.  If you have not completed the survey, the link is below.  We would appreciate any feedback you are willing 

to offer. 

Parent/Caregiver Survey 

What is Summer Slide?  When students leave school 

for the summer, they can lose some of the Math and 

Reading skills or even other subject specific skills they 

learned during the school year.   Generally, students 

are not as intellectually challenged during the summer 

months when they are not in school, and they need 

time to review previous learning when the new school 

year begins.  This can create a disadvantage for some 

students.  Here are some ideas to help prevent sum-

mer slide: 

 I grew up in the Mid-Hudson Valley and graduated from Red Hook High School. 

 I earned my Bachelor’s degree in History from Ithaca College and my Master’s in Secondary Education from the Col-
lege of Saint Rose.  

 After teaching Social Studies in middle school and high school for five years in both New York and North Carolina, I 
earned degrees in school and district leadership from UNC Wilmington and Wingate University.   

 I have worked as a principal on the elementary, middle, and high school levels, and I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with students and their families at all three levels.  

 I have three children: My son attends RIT and my daughters both attend Red Hook High School. 

 My family and I moved back to New York during the summer of 2014. 

 In addition to having a passion for creating meaningful, inclusive, and safe learning environments for children, I enjoy 
home improvement projects, cooking, and athletics.   

 Prior to arriving at Webutuck, I served as the building administrator for the Ulster BOCES Career and Tech Center.   

    Mr. Douglass Matthews:  Social Studies 

    Ms. Natalie Bonjanowski:  Music 

    Mr. Chris Ostermann:  Physical Education 
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